
SUSTAINABLE  GROUNDWATER 

MANAGEMENT  ACT
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• Current Drought and Groundwater Conditions
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• Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)

 On September 16, 2014, Governor Brown signed SB1168, AB1739, and SB1319 
into law, enacting SGMA

 SGMA became effective on January 1, 2015

• Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) of Tehama 

County
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What is SGMAs purpose?

1. Promote sustainable management of groundwater 

basins

2. Enhance local management of groundwater, state 

to step in if necessary 

3. Avoid or minimize impacts for land subsidence

4. Improve data collection and understanding of 

groundwater resources and management



 California currently has 43 High 

Priority and 84 Medium Priority 

Basins
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1. Promote Sustainable 

Management Of Groundwater 

Basins

 Increase in Population and 

Agricultural Production
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Tehama County has 1 High Priority, 7 Medium Priority, and 3 Low Priority Basins

2. Enhance local management of groundwater, state to step in if necessary 



3. Avoid or minimize impacts for 

land subsidence
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4. Improve data collection and understanding of groundwater 

resources and management



Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Timeline

 September 16, 2014: Groundwater management legislation became law

 January 1, 2015: Legislation went into effect

 June 30, 2017: Deadline to form a Groundwater Sustainability Agency(GSA)

 January 31, 2022: Groundwater Sustainability Plans(GSP) required for all high 

and medium priority groundwater basins not in Critical Overdraft

 January 31, 2042: Basins must achieve sustainability
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Flood Control and Water Conservation District’s Role

 Form a Groundwater Sustainability Agency(GSA) that covers all of the 

groundwater basins within Tehama County.

 The GSA will develop a Groundwater Sustainability Plan(GSP) that 

includes measurable objectives and milestones that will assist the District 

in achieving sustainability within 20 years of GSP adoption. This plan will 

be developed with public input and the process will be guided by the 

Board of Directors, a Groundwater Commission and a Technical Advisory 

Committee.
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Proposed Governance Structure

 Governing Board – Tehama County Flood Control & Water 

Conservation District Board of Directors (County Board of 

Supervisors)

 Groundwater Commission (similar to Planning Commission)

 AB3030 Technical Advisory Committee (as needed)
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Governing Board – Tehama County Flood Control & Water Conservation 

District Board of Directors (County Board of Supervisors)
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Groundwater Commission

 1 – City of Corning (Appointed by City) – 773 million gallons per year 

 1 – City of Red Bluff (Appointed by City) – 1.18 billion gallons per year

 1 – City of Tehama (Appointed by City) - 35 million gallons per year

 1 – El Camino Irrigation District (Appointed by District) – 2.28 billion gallons per year

 1 – Los Molinos Community Services District (Appointed by District) - 70 million

gallons per year 

 1 – Rio Alto Water District (Appointed by District) – 241 million gallons per year

• The Commission will be made up of 11 members

• 6 agencies will have designated seats on the commission. 
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• 5 additional members will be made up of 1 Representative from each County 

Supervisor District

 Recommendations to be made by the seated Groundwater Commission 

members and confirmed by the FCWCD Board of Directors.

 Appointees will be expected to meet certain qualifications:

 2 members should represent surface water agencies/districts;

 2 members should represent private pumpers;

 1 member will be an “at large” representative;

 No Agency or district shall be

represented by more than 1

member on the Groundwater

Commission
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Groundwater Commission Duties

 Develop GSP and all GSA ordinances, rules, and regulations, including holding pubic hearings 

and making final recommendations to the Board of Directors.

 Conduct investigations to determine the need for groundwater management, monitor 

compliance and enforcement, and propose fee increases (if necessary) to the Board of 

Directors.

 Review all proposed grant applications, and advise Board of Directors regarding grant funding 

opportunities

 Decision-making authority for permits or similar entitlements issued by the GSA, e.g., well 

spacing (with appeal)

 Make quasi-judicial decisions in GSA enforcement matters (with appeal) 
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AB 3030 Groundwater Technical Advisory Committee

 Provide technical assistance as needed

 Committee is made up of 10 members

 1- City of Corning

 1- City of Red Bluff

 1- City of Tehama

 5 - Water users from the agricultural sector

 2 - Agriculture-related water districts

 3 - Representing private pumpers or diverters

 1 - Small Water Districts

 1 - Natural Resources Interest
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Funding

 Staff assistance to Groundwater Commission and Board of Directors throughout the GSP  

development and implementation process. 

 Where necessary, the Board of Directors will provide additional resources from FCWCD's 

existing funding or grant opportunities pursued by FCWCD

 The Board of Directors will apply for and receive grants to fund GSA activities (with the 

Commission's recommendation), including responsibility for executing and implementing 

grant contracts and associated requirements.

 Further revenue measures, if any, would be reviewed by the Commission prior to adoption 

by the Board of Directors (and will not be based on GSA participation).

Funding, resources, and staffing will be the primary responsibility of Flood Control & 

Water Conservation District (FCWCD), and will include:
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Basin Boundary Adjustments
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Next Steps

On February 11th 2016 the FCWCD became the exclusive GSA for the 

11 groundwater subbasins or portions of those subbasins located within 

Tehama County

Continue the Basin Boundary Adjustment process for Colusa subbasin 

that was submitted to the Department of Water Resources in March

Start formation of the Groundwater Commission

Continue participating in the development of the Groundwater 

Sustainability Plan regulations 
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Websites

 Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District: http://www.tehamacountywater.ca.gov

Department of Water Resources – Sustainable 

Groundwater Management site: 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/index.cfm

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/index.cfm
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SGMA Questions



DROUGHT INFORMATION AND 

CURRENT GROUNDWATER LEVELS
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cdecapp/precipapp/get8SIPrecipIndex.action



HTTP://CDEC.WATER.CA.GOV/CDE

CAPP/SNOWAPP/SWEQ.ACTION
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cdecapp/snowapp/sweq.action


HTTP://CDEC.WATER.CA.GOV/CDECAPP/R

ESAPP/GETRESGRAPHSMAIN.ACTION
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Maps courtesy of DWR

Well Depths

 Less than 200 ft BGS

Between 200-600 ft BGS

Deeper than 600 ft BGS

Years

2004-2015

2010-2015

2014-2015

Groundwater Level Change Maps
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http://www.mdpi.com/water/water-05-00480/article_deploy/html/images/water-05-00480-g002-1024.png



SHALLOW 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2004-2015

Wells less than 200 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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SHALLOW 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2011-2015

Wells less than 200 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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SHALLOW 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2014-2015

Wells less than 200 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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INTERMEDIATE 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2004-2015

Wells greater than 200 ft 

and less than 600 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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INTERMEDIATE 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2011-2015

Wells greater than 200 ft 

and less than 600 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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INTERMEDIATE 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2014-2015

Wells greater than 200 ft 

and less than 600 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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DEEP 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2004-2015

Wells greater 600 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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DEEP 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2011-2015

Wells greater 600 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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DEEP 

GROUNDWATER 

LEVEL CHANGE 

MAPS 2014-2015

Wells greater 600 ft BGS

Map courtesy of DWR
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Maps courtesy of DWR2009 2013

Wells screened 

<150ft
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2009 2013



Maps courtesy of DWR2009 2013

Wells 

screened 

>150ft
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2009 2013



2009

2013

Wells screened 

greater than150 ft

Wells screened 

less than150 ft

2009

2013
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BOWMAN ROAD AT EVERGREEN 

SCHOOL
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GERBER ROAD
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MT. SHASTA AVENUE
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HALL ROAD – SOUTH OF SOUTH AVENUE
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CAPAY ROAD – HALL ROAD
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INGHRAM ROAD AT CANAL
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MOLLER AVENUE AT FIFTH AVENUE
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Questions

Ryan Teubert

Tehama County Flood Control and 

Water Conservation District

530-385-1462

rteubert@tcpw.ca.gov

Tehama County FCWCD:

http://www.tehamacountywater.ca.gov

DWR: 

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/data_and_monitoring/northern_region/groundwaterlevel/

gw_level_monitoring.cfm#well 58


